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Abstract 


Having no news about the Polish colleague Kazimierz Galewski, specialist in aquatic beetles, met 
in Ravenna in the 70s of the last century, the author of this note searched the internet and asked 
Polish colleagues for news. This note reports the information collected on him and on another Polish 
naturalist, Edward Tranda, who in the same years dealt with aquatic beetles and had collaborated 
with Galewski. The lists of their scientific publications are updated. 
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Riassunto 


[Notizie biografiche e bibliografiche su Kazimierz Galewski ed Edward Tranda, specialisti di 
coleotteri acquatici| 

Non avendo piu notizie del collega polacco Kazimierz Galewski, ricercatore e specialista di coleotteri 
acquatici, conosciuto a Ravenna negli anni '70 del secolo scorso, l'autore ha cercato informazioni 
su internet e ha chiesto notizie a colleghi entomologi polacchi. Questa nota riporta le informazioni 
raccolte su di lui e su un altro naturalista polacco, Edward Tranda, che in quegli stessi anni si 
occupava di coleotteri acquatici ed aveva collaborato con Galewski. Si fornisce la lista aggiornata 
delle loro pubblicazioni scientifiche. 


The year 2015 caused the loss of two important Polish specialists in aquatic 
beetles. Edward Tranda, born in 1924 passed away on May 29, 2015 at Łódz, 
and Kazimierz Galewski born in 1928 passed away on November 4, 2015 at 
Warszawa. 

Professor Kazimierz Galewski was a specialist in water-beetles and devoted 
himself especially to the study of the immature stages of Dytiscidae. The world 
War II was a terrible experience for him, including - as far as I know - a detention 
in a concentration camp. About 50 years ago, he spent a few days with me at 
Ravenna, and we collected insects in the surrounding wetlands. I was amazed to 
see how well he identified the immature stages of water beetles at first glance, 
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while I was absolutely unable to do so. He used to say that most species can be 
recognized by the way they walk or hide. In fact he was a great expert of water 
beetles and his company was very informative. As I noticed, and it is confirmed 
by Polish entomologists, Galewski was really a lonely person. He once said to me: 
“T have no relatives, nobody, my family is the Polish Academy of Science”. This 
sentence denotes an elusive personality and a scientist completely devoted to his 
work. That is worth noting! 

I thought the cause of such strange and lonely behaviour was what happened 
during World War II. 

Professor Galewski was a secretive and mysterious figure even for his own 
generation of Polish entomologists, and for the younger generations almost a 
legendary figure. It is certain that he was never member of Polish Entomological 
Society and did not maintain contacts with other Polish entomologists, with the 
exception of Edward Tranda at the beginning of his work. 

Unfortunately, after our meeting in Ravenna we lost touch and I didn't know 
anything about him anymore. Searching information from the internet I found he 
passed away at the age of 87. I found no obituary nor biographical notes. I have 
not even found a photograph of him. He didn't like being photographed. 

The circumstances indicated above may somehow explain the fact that his death 
passed so unnoticed in his own country. A list of Galewski's publications was 
published on line by Tomasz Kabala and in a paper by Anders N. Nilsson in "The 
Balfour-Browne Club Newsletter" No 46 of Febr. 1990. (complete up to that year). 
An updated list is reported here below. 


Besides studies on various branches of the Natural Sciences, namely zoogeography, 
ornithology and nature conservation, Edward Tranda PhD deepened the study of 
the Family Gyrinidae. He associated his academical activity with the University 
of Łódz, especially with the Natural Museum of that University, and co-operated 
with Kazimierz Galewski in some publications, though he abandoned entomology 
in his later years of work. Apart from strictly scientific activities he was the author 
and co-author of popular science publications and promoter of biological education 
of young people, a long time Chairman of the Regional Biological Olympic 
Comitee. He was also involved in social activities. In the years 1994-2002 he 
was the Chairman of the Pensioniers ‘Section of the Polish Teachers’ Union at 
the University of Lodz. Dr. Tranda was a well-known and respected person in his 
city and his death was notified by the Dean and all employees of the Faculty of 
Biology and Environmental Protection of the University of Lodz. 


For a strange coincidence they died a few months apart from each other. I believe 


these two scientists did much credit to Polish entomology and their achievements 
are noteworthy. 
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This biographical note and the lists of publications were prepared in co-operation 
with the Polish colleagues Czesław Gren and Krzysztof Lubecki, to whom I 
extend many thanks. 
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Galewski K., 1957. Przegląd krajowych gatunków z rodzaju Rhantus Dejean (Coleoptera, 
Dytiscidae) [Review of the Polish species of the genus Rhantus Dejean (Coleoptera, 
Dytiscidae)]. Ann.zool. Warszawa, 16 (17): 223-319 + 13 PL.(XXXI-XLIII) 


Galewski K., 1958. Młodsze postacie rozwojowe krajowych gatunków z rodzaju Rhantus 
Dejean (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) (praca doktorska, nieoprawiony maszynopis). Instytut 
Zoologiczny PAN, Warszawa. [thesis] 


Galewski K., 1963. Immature stages of the Central European species of Rhantus Dejean 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 33, nr 1 : 1-93, tabl. 46. 


Galewski K., 1963. The third stage larva of Agabus unguicularis Thoms. and Agabus affinis 
Payk. (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Bulletin de I Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des 
sciences biologiques, Vol. 11: 177-180. 


Galewski K., 1964. Immature stages of the central European species of Colymbetes Clairville 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Annales Zoologici, T. 22, nr 2 : 23-55. 


Galewski K., 1964. The hibernation of the adults of the European species of Dytiscidae 
(Coleoptera) out of water. Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 34, n 3 : 25-40. 


Galewski K., 1966. Developmental stages of the Central European species of Ilybius Erichson 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 36, nr 10 : 117-211, tabl. 93. 


Galewski K., 1967. The description of pupae of Colymbetes paykulli Er. and C. dolabratus 
(Payk.) with a key to the identification of pupae of the European species of Colymbetes Clairv. 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Annales Zoologici, T. 24, nr 5 : 367-374. 

Galewski K., 1968. The descriptions of larvae of Colymbetes dolabratus (Payk.) with keys 
to the identification of larvae of the European species of Colymbetes Clairv. (Coleoptera, 
Dytiscidae). Annales Zoologici, T. 26, nr 7 : 227-238. 

Galewski K., 1968. Descriptions of larvae of Agabus uliginosus (L.) and A. congener (Thunb.) 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Annales Zoologici, T. 26, nr 12 : 323-332. 

Galewski K., 1971. Astudy on morphobiotic adaptations of European species of the Dytiscidae 
(Coleoptera). Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 41, nr 3 : 487-702. 

Galewski K., 1971. Pływakowate - Dytiscidae. In: Klucze do oznaczania owadów Polski Cz. 
19, zesz. 7, nr 70 serii kluczy : 1-112. 

Galewski K., 1971. Plywakowate (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) Bieszczadów [Diving beetles 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) of the Bieszczady Mountains]. Fragmenta Faunistica, T. 17, nr 8 : 
179-211. 

Galewski K., 1972. The first and second stage larvae of Agabus unguicularis Thoms. 


(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Bulletin de 1 Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences 
biologiques, Vol. 20, no. 3 : 177-181. 
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Galewski K., 1972. The second and third stage larvae of Agabus fuscipennis (Payk.) 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Bulletin de I Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences 
biologiques, Vol. 20, no. 4 : 237-240. 


Galewski K., 1972. The female external genital apparatus in European species of Haliplidae 
(Coleoptera) and their significance for the species identification. Bulletin de l’ Academie 
Polonaise des Sciences. Sćr. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 20, no. 11: 783-788. 


Galewski K., 1972. Significance of the mandible shape for the identification of females of the 
European species of Haliplidae (Coleoptera). Bulletin de 1 Academie Polonaise des Sciences. 
Sćr. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 20, no. 12 : 867-871. 


Galewski K., Głazek J., 1973. An unusual occurrence of the Dytiscidae (Coleoptera) in the 
siliceous flowstone of the Upper Miocene cave at Przeworno, Lower Silesia, Poland. Acta 
Geologica Polonica, Vol. 23, no. 3 : 445-461, tabl. 2. 


Galewski K., 1973. Stadial differentiation in larvae of the Dytiscidae (Coleoptera). Polskie 
Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 43 : 15-25. 


Galewski K., 1973. Some notes on generic characters of the larvae of the subfamily 
Colymbetinae (Dytiscidae, Coleoptera) with a key for the identification of the European 
genera. Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 43 : 215-224. 


Galewski K., 1973. On syntopic (symparic s.str.) species and a pair-species occurrence pattern 
in larvae of Dytiscidae (Coleoptera). Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 43, nr 2 : 225-232. 


Galewski K., 1973. Generic characters of the larvae of the subfamily Dytiscinae (Dytiscidae) 
with a key to the central Europe genera. Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, T. 43 : 491-498. 


Galewski K., 1973. Diagnostic characters of larvae of central European species of Hydaticus 
Leach (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) with some notes on their biology. Bulletin de I Academie 
Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 21, no. 7/8 : 511-518. 


Galewski K., 1973. Description of the second and third stage larvae of Agabus subtilis Er. 
and A. nigroaeneus Er. (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) with some data on their biology. Bulletin de 
I Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 21, no. 7/8 : 519-529. 


Galewski K., 1974. Some notes on the mandible form and the feeding habits of the adults of 
the European species of the Dytiscidae (Coleoptera). Bulletin de I Academie Polonaise des 
Sciences. Sćr. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 22, no. 6 : 405-415. 


Galewski K., 1974. Diagnostic characters of larvae of European species of Graphoderus 
Dejean (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) with a identification key and some notes on their biology. 
Bulletin de l Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 22, no. 7/8 
: 485-494. 


Galewski K., 1974. The third stage larvae of the Agabus affinis Payk. group (Coleoptera, 
Dytiscidae) with the description of the larva of A. biguttulus Thoms. Bulletin de I Academie 
Polonaise des Sciences. Sćr. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 22, no. 9 : 569-576. 


Galewski K., 1974. Description of the third stage larva of Hydrovatus cuspidatus Kunze 
(Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Bulletin de I Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences 
biologiques, Vol. 22, no. 9 : 577-582. 


Galewski K., 1974. The description of the third stage larvae of Agabus neglectus Er. and 4. 
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chalconotus (Panz.) (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Bulletin de l Academie Polonaise des Sciences. 
Sér. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 22, no. 10 : 685-691. 


Galewski K., 1974. The ovipositor and egg-laying habits of the European specis of Agabus 
Leach (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Bulletin de I Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des 
sciences biologiques, Vol. 22, no. 10 : 693-702. 
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Galewski K., 1976. On the identification of larvae of Agabus guttatus Payk. and A. biguttatus 
(O1.) (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) with some data on the biology of the species. Bulletin de 
l’Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 24, no. 2 : 97-100. 


Galewski K., 1976. On the identification of larvae of Agabus paludosus (Fab.) (Coleoptera, 
Dytiscidae) with a key to the cental European Agabus species fund in running water. Bulletin 
de l’Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 24, no. 2 : 101- 
106. 


Galewski K., 1976. Larval charaters of Agabus bipustulanus (L.), A. solieri Aubé, A. subtilis 
Er. and A. nigroaeneus Er. (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae). Bulletin de 1 Academie Polonaise des 
Sciences. Sér. des sciences biologiques, Vol. 24, no. 3 : 145-150, tabl. 2. 


Galewski K., 1976. Diagnostic characters of the third stage larvae of Agabus didymus (O1.), 
A. conspersus (Marsh.) and A. nebulosus (Forst.) (Coleoptera, Dytiscidae) with some data on 
their biology. Bulletin de I Academie Polonaise des Sciences. Sér. des sciences biologiques, 
Vol. 24, no. 4 : 213-219, tabl. 2. 
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Burakowski B., Mroczkowski M. & Stefanska J., Katalog Fauny Polski, 28: 8-133. 
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Galewski K., 1978. The description of the third stage larva of Coelambus polonicus Aubć 
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biologiques, Vol. 26, no. 5 : 309-312. 
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